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Marilyn Miller

We are grateful to each and every one of you who journeyed with us over the last year.

We can not exist or move forward without you. Yes, racism, other “isms,” and oppression look/act differently than
50 years ago, but we still have a long way to go towards becoming an anti-racist/anti-oppressive society. God is not
through with us yet!  Just living each day and observing how we treat one another in many of our religious/faith
institutions, schools, organizations and communities points that out. The manifestation of the sin of racism is alive
and well in White privilege and internalized racial oppression personally, culturally and institutionally to the deepest
levels.

A number of people have asked me what I thought about actor Morgan Freeman recently saying that the concept of
a month dedicated to black history is “ridiculous.”  I agree that it is ridiculous that African American history (as well
as that of other people of color groups) is still not taught/understood as an integral part of the history of the United
States and the world.  I could get on my soap - box, but I invite you to read the following article by Tim Wise, who
expresses many of my sentiments. Then I invite you to get on the Internet, go to the library, your favorite bookstore,
or gather the family to tell their stories, but get busy!  Too few of us can say we have been well educated on African
American history, and there is wonderful, life giving and saving information to share.  Be well this year, and pass it on.
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Thank You (Asante Sana)
and Blessed New Year!

Recently, Philadelphia became the first American city to
require its high school students to complete a course in
African American history as a condition of graduation.
And predictably, in the “City of Brotherly Love,” there
is already an outcry of opposition from certain whites,
who comprise less than 20 percent of the city’s public
school students.

Though the white CEO of the school system has
spoken forcefully to the effect that one cannot really
understand American history without understanding
black history, some less enlightened souls feel decid-
edly otherwise. Their complaints are nothing if not
unoriginal.

Requiring African American history will be “divisive”
they claim, further tearing the city apart, rather than
uniting it. But what kind of argument is this? Are we to
believe that standard American history has been
unifying? The kind of history that largely ignores the
contributions and struggles of persons of color in the
U.S.? The history that too often paints an image of
Africa suggesting there were no signs of civilization
there before whites arrived, and thus that black history
doesn’t begin until slavery? The kind of history that
relegates black folks to one month out of the year, and
even then only teaches about a few prominent figures:
Dr. King, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and
perhaps Rosa Parks?

a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

Don’t Know Much About (Black) History
School Curricula and the Myth of a Common Narrative

Tim Wise
Could it be that such a “standard” history has only been
unifying for whites by and large, seeing as how it has
presented history in a way that typically glorifies white
leaders, European cultural contributions and traditions,
and white perspectives on various historical events?

How unifying has it been for black folks to read about
their history as if it were only a compendium of victimiza-
tion narratives? To learn nothing of early African cultures
and the ways in which many of their existing traditions
stem from those longstanding folkways? To be given the
impression that Africa is a vast jungle of uncivilized
brutes, as contrasted with the ostensibly superior
European nation-states that colonized and dominated it
for so long? This, in spite of the rather overwhelming
evidence that many African lands were far more ad-
vanced than those of Europe, well into the recently
completed millennium.

And what is more divisive? The addition of African
American history to the curriculum, or the exodus of
white families from the Philadelphia schools in the first
place, in large part to escape integrated environments
and to run instead to whiter suburban systems or private
schools? That this re-segregation has been far more
divisive than black history could ever be, should be
obvious, but will certainly be missed by those white folks
who think our perspectives are somehow independent of
racial considerations or biases.

Of course, white folks often misunderstand what is and
is not unifying. To many of us, whatever makes us feel
good is seen as a source of unity: like July 4th. Back in
1987, during the 200th anniversary celebration of the
Constitution, Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall’s observation that the nation’s history was not
merely the resplendent menagerie of greatness perceived
by most whites, brought down s--t storms of outrage
upon his head. He had injected “divisiveness” it was
said, into a celebration that, in the absence of his own
big mouth, would have been enjoyed by all.

Indeed, whites throw the unity concept around, absent
any real understanding of what it means. So after 9/11,
for example, millions of whites (and pretty much only
whites) slapped bumper stickers on their cars that read
“United We Stand.” The lack of such automotive
adornment on the vehicles of persons of color owes less
to differences in patriotism per se, or shock and outrage
over the events of that day, than it does to a recognition
on the part of such persons that disunity is more
common in this nation than unity, and a terrorist attack
didn’t change that.

Wide racial gaps in income, wealth, and housing, along
with persistent bias in the justice system makes a
mockery out of white pronouncements of unity, and
renders utterly specious the notion that teaching black
history (as opposed to merely living the white version)
is what divides us.                            Continued on page 2
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Worship Resource
for Black History
Month

Opening Song: LBW # 562 Lift Every Voice and Sing,
Verse 1

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: We Gather in the name of God who created us.
P: In the name of God, who created us brown and tan,
peach and mahogany, sienna and black, white and beige.
L: We gather in the name of The Holy Spirit who stirs us.
P: In the name of The Holy Spirit who stirs us to
challenge systems, celebrate freedom, inspire truth,
demand justice.
L: We gather in the name of Jesus who continues to
teach us.
P: In the name of God, Jesus, and The Holy Spirit.
L: Let us celebrate and worship the Triune God!

Song of Praise: I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
This Far by Faith #191

Prayer of the Day (Spoken Together):

Oh, Great Creator, You have brought us a mighty  long
way. We stand before you humbled by your goodness
and mercy. We thank you for this opportunity to come
together as brothers and sisters to celebrate the gifts
that we bring to this church and world as diverse
peoples. Help us to keep our eyes on Jesus and to have
the courage to walk out of our comfort zones to really
see, learn about and love one another as your children.
Amen.

Scriptural Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 The Cheerful
Giver

Journey Words

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God, our Creator and Sustainer.
We believe in the The Spirit of God, which moves in our
lives, both as a Fierce Wind and a Gentle Breeze.
We believe in Jesus, our Redeemer and our teacher.
We believe, just as God journeyed with our biblical
ancestors,
 through oppression and struggle, victories and
triumphs,
God has also journeyed with African Americans.
We believe
God instructed Frederick as God did Moses,
God gave Harriet the same courage as God gave Esther,
God blessed Thurgood with the insight God shared with
Jeremiah’
Rosa, the compassion of Nehemiah,
Sojourner, the strength of Ruth.

We believe God is still at work in the world today,
Liberating, transforming, restoring,
Calling God’s Church to the work of truth and justice,
Calling God’s people to faith and service.

We are The Church.
We believe we are God’s People.
Let us answer the call together! Amen.

Closing Song: Take Me to the Water
This Far By Faith #117

Benediction and Dismissal

L: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
P: Thanks be to God!

Special thanks Venice Williams, Director of the
Kujichagulia Lutheran Center, Milwaukee, WI.

Other voices in Philly claim that black history is too
narrow a topic to be required. Presumably the themes
therein won’t be sufficiently broad to appeal to all
students or offer them important historical lessons.
The same argument was heard several years ago in San
Francisco. At the time, a push for diversifying the
literature curricula in schools was met with howls of
protest, even from liberal whites, who insisted the
addition of “too many” authors of color would crowd
out “the classics.” That the classics were only “classic”
because white scholars had deemed them so — and not
due to some objective scientific standard by which great
literature can be judged — escaped notice. That many of
these classics were once considered junk fiction (like the
works of Mark Twain for example) also went unremarked
upon during the uproar.

White critics of the plan complained that black and
brown authors’ stories wouldn’t be “universal” enough
in the themes they discussed, signifying the way in
which Eurocentric thinking supplants rational thought.
Such an argument assumes that white folks’ perspec-
tives are sufficiently broad to stand in as the generic
“human” experience, while persons of color have
experiences which are only theirs, and from which
whites can learn nothing. This is, truth be told, the
essence of white supremacist thinking.

Related to the idea that black history is too narrow a
subject matter, critics like Pennsylvania Speaker of the
House John Perzel argue it is unfair to focus only on
blacks. What about other groups? Perzel himself
recently complained that when he — a Czech descended
American — came through the Philadelphia schools,
there was no class about his people’s homeland: an
argument that ignores the fundamentally larger role
blacks have played in the development of the U.S. as
compared to Czech immigrants. To reduce the black
experience to just one of many, as if it were no different
from any other immigrant group either in quantity or
quality, is all the evidence one should require of the
need for such a class to be mandated (and for some
adults to be required to re-enroll so as to take it as well.)

Of course American History classes should strive to tell
the stories of those from all ethnic and national origin
groups. But black history is especially important given
the unique ways in which the black struggle for equality
has defined the contours of American freedom (or the
lack thereof) in every generation since the nation’s
founding.

Perzel then argues Philly students should focus on
reading, writing and arithmetic before dabbling in such
extraneous classes as Black History. But this posits a
false choice: as if one cannot learn to read, write or
compute and gain an historical grounding at the same
time. Indeed, engaging the school’s two-thirds black
majority in an exploration of a history that has largely
been invisible to them (and which directly relates to their
lives) may result in more achievement in other areas,
precisely by engaging them in a more relevant pedagogi-
cal frame than the one currently offered.

This is not to deny that literacy and broad-based
achievement are the most important goals. Of course

they are, and other initiatives underway in Philadelphia
(like the expansion of accelerated and honors programs
in all the city’s schools so as to reach more capable but
currently underperforming kids) can help that process
along. But one boosts achievement best, not by offering
drill-and-kill standardized tests to kids, or teaching them
outdated and monocultural history, but rather by
engaging them where they are, with curricula that
speaks to their lives.

Even the students in the Philadelphia schools who
aren’t black may find the new material on African
American history more interesting than having to rehash
the material they’ve been fed since birth. This will be
especially likely if the new course teaches, as it should,
the ways in which non-black folks have often worked
with African Americans to forge a more equitable
society: in the abolitionist movement, the civil rights
movement, and in contemporary justice struggles.

In other words, Black History need not be a history only
of black folks, but a history of the ways in which the
black experience has defined all of our lives: politically,
culturally, and otherwise. That is, by definition a
multicultural history, albeit one told through the
predominant lens of a particular group whose voices
have long been ignored.

While some of the more thoughtful critics contend black
history should be integrated throughout the existing
history classes (and in this they surely have a point),
the fact remains that it isn’t, and there is no evidence to
suggest it will be anytime soon. The choice at present is
not between a well-integrated, multiple-perspective
history curricula on the one hand, and African American
history on the other. Rather it is between a largely
Eurocentric history on the one hand (with occasional
smatterings of “other” folks’ narratives thrown in like an
afterthought), or an attempt at a more honest and
complete course offering on the other: one that can
break down the white perspectivism that too often
sullies our understanding of history and miseducates
everyone’s kids in the process.
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Black History (continued from page 1)

Tim WiseTim WiseTim WiseTim WiseTim Wise is among the most
prominent anti-racist writers
and activists in the U.S.,
having spoken in 48 states,
and on over 400 college
campuses, including Harvard,Harvard,Harvard,Harvard,Harvard,
Stanford,Stanford,Stanford,Stanford,Stanford, and the Law Schools
at Yale, ColumbiaYale, ColumbiaYale, ColumbiaYale, ColumbiaYale, Columbia, and
Vanderbilt.Vanderbilt.Vanderbilt.Vanderbilt.Vanderbilt. He has trained
teachers as well as corporate,
government, media and law
enforcement officials on
methods for dismantling

racism in their institutions, and has served as a consult-
ant for plaintiff’s attorneys in federal discrimination
cases in New York and Washington State.

Wise is the author of White Like Me: Reflections onWhite Like Me: Reflections onWhite Like Me: Reflections onWhite Like Me: Reflections onWhite Like Me: Reflections on
Race from a Privileged Son,Race from a Privileged Son,Race from a Privileged Son,Race from a Privileged Son,Race from a Privileged Son, NY: Soft Skull Press NY: Soft Skull Press NY: Soft Skull Press NY: Soft Skull Press NY: Soft Skull Press
(2005); and (2005); and (2005); and (2005); and (2005); and Affirmative Action: Racial Preference inAffirmative Action: Racial Preference inAffirmative Action: Racial Preference inAffirmative Action: Racial Preference inAffirmative Action: Racial Preference in
Black and White,Black and White,Black and White,Black and White,Black and White,     NY: Routledge (2005).NY: Routledge (2005).NY: Routledge (2005).NY: Routledge (2005).NY: Routledge (2005).

Page 2  October/November/December  2005

a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

Advocay Days Begin March 10
The 2006 Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global  Peace with Justice begin Friday, March 10 and continue through
Monday, March 13, 2006 in Washington D.C.

In 2005, more than 900 people from over 26 denominations participated in workshops, training, and advocacy.
For more information check www.advocacydays.org
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The Rosa Parks of Iowa
What do the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., Reverend
James Lawson, C. T. Vivien, Representative John Lewis,
Marion Barry, Bernard Lafayette, Jr., Rodney Powell,
Diane Nash, Reverend James Bevel, Andrew Young,
Paul LaPrad, Angeline Butler, and Edna Griffin have in
common? They were believers in Gandhi’s idea of non-
violent protest and used it by conducting sit- ins at
lunch counters to defeat Jim Crow apartheid in the
United States. However, almost twelve years before the
sit-ins at the lunch counters in Nashville, Tennessee,
Edna Griffin, John Bibbs, Leonard Hudson went into the
Katz Drug store in Des Moines, Iowa, sat down and
placed their orders. When a young woman at the
counter went to serve them, she was stopped and they
were told that the store did not “serve
coloreds.” They continued sitting there
and insisted on speaking with the
manager. They were informed by
Maurice Katz that they would not be
served in his store. Edna Griffin would
not take no for an answer.

Edna Griffin and her two friends went
to the Municipal Courthouse in Des
Moines, Iowa and filed criminal
charges against Maurice Katz. Edna
Griffin and her two friends also filed a
civil suit against Mr. Katz and the Katz
Drug Store. During the civil trial,
Charles P. Howard and Henry T. McKnight, members of
the local NAACP Legal Defense Fund, represented
Edna, throughout the civil trial. That trial resulted in an
award of $1 in damages to Mrs. Griffin. The support of
attorneys through the NAACP was the only way for
plaintiffs to be represented in civil rights suits. In 1948,
there was no state agency authorized to deal with civil
rights violations. The local chapter of the NAACP also
represented plaintiffs in the cases of Williams v. Nixon’s
Luncheonette, Arnett v. Nixon’s Luncheonette, Hill v.
Midtown Roller Rink, Washington v. Midtown Roller
Rink, and additional civil cases against the Katz Drug
store by other individuals.

This was the third time that Mr. Katz had been charged
with civil rights violations under Iowa’s 1884 Civil
Rights Act. On three previous occasions, the Polk
County Attorney’s Office had tried Mr. Katz and on all
three occasions, he was acquitted. In addition to filing
these charges, Edna Griffin organized sit-ins and
picketing outside the Katz Drugstore located at 7th and
Locust. The local Black owned and operated newspaper,
The Bystander, also covered the sit-ins and picketing in
the news. On December 1, 1949, The Bystander wrote an
editorial decrying Mr. Katz’s repeated violation of the
civil rights law. In the editorial, the fact that civil rights
violators were not physically arrested was decried. Some
of the picketers were reunited at a 50th anniversary

celebration held by the Iowa Civil
Rights Commission on July 7, 1998.

Mr. Katz was put on trial a fourth and
final time. This jury was made up of six
white women. When the trial was over,
Mr. Katz was convicted of violating
the 1884 Civil Rights Act. He was fined
$50 and appealed his case to the Iowa
Supreme Court. In December 1949, the
Iowa Supreme Court issued its
decision upholding the conviction of
Mr. Katz for violating the civil rights of
Edna Griffin, John Bibbs, and Leonard
Hudson.

While this is perhaps, what Edna Griffin is best known
for, it is only a small part of her life. Edna Griffin was
born in rural New Hampshire and learned to read by
reading the Crisis, the publication of the NAACP.
According to Ms. Griffin, she never experienced
discrimination in New Hampshire, although her family
was the only African-American family in a four county
area. Her family later moved to Massachusetts where
she was first exposed to negative attitudes regarding
race. Ms. Griffin attended Fisk University where she
received an English degree. Fisk University is now

known for graduating many civil rights activists. At Fisk
University, Ms. Griffin was involved in protesting
Mussolini’s invasion of Ethiopia. She was even arrested
when she marched with striking teachers in a picket line.
Ms. Griffin also organized the Des Moines chapter of
the Congress on Racial Equality (C.O.R.E.). She and her
husband, a local prominent physician, raised money for
approximately 40 individuals to attend Dr. King’s March
on Washington.

Since that time, Ms. Griffin has been honored with the
Mary Louise Smith Award, Urban Dreams’ Trailblazer
Award, and has recently had the building where the Katz
Drug Store was located named after her. She has also
been inducted in the Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame. On
May 15, 1998, at the Urban Dreams dinner for Ms.
Griffin, Preston Daniels, the mayor of Des Moines,
declared that May 15th is Edna Griffin Day. On July 7,
1998, the Iowa Civil Rights Commission held a reunion at
the site of the drug store and placed a plaque on the
building in honor of the participants in the sit-ins and
picketing.

While this summary states that Ms. Griffin is the “Rosa
Parks of Iowa”, Ms. Griffin is reluctant to claim any
credit. Ms. Griffin will tell you that what she did was not
as dangerous because of Iowa’s 1884 Civil Rights Act
which made it a misdemeanor not to serve African-
Americans. However, we must continue to honor this
civil rights activist for her role in helping to end open
discrimination in public accommodations. An example of
the impact that Ms. Griffin’s actions had is when another
civil rights case was getting ready to go to court, the
case settled when the defense attorneys were told of the
Iowa Supreme Court’s decision.

This article is reprinted, wtih permission, from the
website of attorney Roxanne Conlin, of Des Moines, IA.
To read  more, including stories about Roxanne’s efforts
in protecting the rights of individuals, visit: http://
.roxanneconlinlaw.com/CM/Custom/TOCArticles.asp

The First African-American Musical
Director on Broadway Passes On

He was our first; and you know how we remember and
treasure our firstfirstfirstfirstfirst. I still remember his smile which lit up
the world when he entered a space. I can still hear his
gentle, yet powerful voice which filled me with confi-
dence. I can see his gaze, which let you know you were
special. I can still feel his hug which held nothing back
of his love for humanity. I can still experience what it
was like walking up to the piano after church, going into
some obscure jazzy vocal from my old night club act and
having him support me as though he were a big band —
just for fun.

He was our first at Jazz for JusticeJazz for JusticeJazz for JusticeJazz for JusticeJazz for Justice, and many years
before, he had been the first African-American musical
director on Broadway. For decades I had known his
name and some of his work. But that was nothing
compared to the gift of getting to know, love and respect
the man!man!man!man!man! I thank God profoundly that Neal Tate passed
through my life to know, to treasure, and to love.

When we, at LHRA, first came up with the idea of
making our autumn celebration/annual meeting/fund
raiser into Jazz for Justice, Pastor Michael Cobbler
wanted to get a jazz ensemble together to back him up
with his Jesus Jazz. The event was to be held at Cross
Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, so Mike had to depend
on me to gather the musicians.
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Remembering a Beloved One, Neal Tate

Miguel de Jesus I decided to contact people who I knew could work with
Jazz and understood the church well also. On the drums,
we had a man who is absolutely thethethethethe best, the Rev. Sam
Belton. On bass we had my buddy, Bob Foley, who
dances through the instrument like magic. On trombone,
of course, the Rev. Mike Cobbler, and the foundation of
it all was a legend, the inimitable Neal TateNeal TateNeal TateNeal TateNeal Tate.

Neal and Bob both played for the eleven o’clock service
in my congregation, Our Savior’s. Sam, I had known
since he worked for Milwaukee Public Schools and
composed and directed music for the citywide holiday
programs. Also, we had worked together at Next Door
Foundation with endangered youth. These were all
exceptional human beings. This was a special magical,
mystical group. They were worthy of following the
internationally acclaimed Milwaukee High School of the
Arts, Jazz Lab on the stage that night.

That night, we recognized the work of outstanding
lifelong Lutheran activists, such as former Milwaukee
mayor, Frank Zeidler and loyal LHRA members Gerhard
and Lucy Fischer. Frank had just decided to show up,
because he thought Jazz for JusticeJazz for JusticeJazz for JusticeJazz for JusticeJazz for Justice was a great idea. He
was glad we were showcasing the Milwaukee high
school group. That night was magical. It was God and
the people who made it so.

Neal was a key to all of the magic. He had moved to
Milwaukee after working with a local repertory theater
company and realizing this was a good place to settle
down without all the pressures of New York City. He
died in Pennsylvania on Nov. 4th 2005, after having
suffered a stroke a few months earlier. His memorial

service was held in the right place, St Peter’s Lutheran
Church in Manhattan, where another beloved friend and
mentor of mine,  the late Rev. John García Gesel, brought
Jazz VespersJazz VespersJazz VespersJazz VespersJazz Vespers into the light.

Neal’s credits are long and deep. I remember him as
Jimmy Powers in a Milwaukee reprise of a role he did in
the eighties, Lady Day At Emerson’s Bar, a celebration
of Billie Holiday. I remember him in the movie, The Piano
Lesson. After some clearing of the cobwebs I even
remembered him in the piece where he made history as
the first African-American musical director on Broadway
in HAIRHAIRHAIRHAIRHAIR . Most of all, I remember my friend, the sweet
man sitting at the piano at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
in Milwaukee. Perhaps he was thinking he was hiding
his greatness, but it always shone through. Hasta
siempre, mi amigo. (Until always, my friend)

Neal Tate, seated at piano, is joined by Rev. Michael Cobbler
(former LHRA President) on trombone, Rev. Sam Belton (behind
piano) on drums, and Bob Foley on guitar. Jazz for Justice 2000
photo.
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6th Annual Jazz for Justice
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2005-2006 LHRA Board of Directors

The annual meeting of the Lutheran Human Relations
Association was held on Saturday, November 12, 2005 in
conjunction with the Jazz for Justice event.

The agenda included approval of the 2005-2006 budget,
ratification of board member Linda Warren, and discus-
sions about visions for LHRA’s future. We thank the
LHRA members who attended the meeting and offered
their input and support.

After the meetings’ adjournment and before the Jazz for
Justice concert  began, Rev. Harvard Stephens installed
the new and continuing members of  the LHRA board.
Present for the installation were: Paul Johnson, Des
Moines IA, President; Madeleine Turner, Milwaukee,
WI, Vice-President; Dr. Larisa Johnson-Tong, Eureka,

Lutheran Human Relation Association’s annual fall
fund-raising event, Jazz for Justice, was held on Satur-
day, November 12, 2005. Over 80 friends and members
attended the event and were treated to an evening of
great jazz, good food, an exciting silent auction, and
wonderful fellowship.

Eric Jacobson (on trumpet) is joined by Jerry Wiezter, Jim Paolo
and Chris Mell for an enjoyable evening of jazz music.

Cross of Life Lutheran Church, Brookfield, WI, repeated
hosting, and again did a marvelous job. This event
would not have been possible without the help of the
time and talents of a number of people.

Thanks to Our Master of Ceremonies, Rev. Harvard
Stephens; the members of Cross of Life Lutheran and
their pastors Rev. John Horner-Ibler and Rev. Maria
Pederson; event planner extraordinaire Susie Hilgart; the
volunteer team leaders for the evening Donna Nessler
and Judy Kolstad; volunteers Buck Houston (Ascen-
sion Luthean), Dick Williams (Ascension Lutheran) and
Lois Sellie (Christ the Victor).

The silent auction has become a much anticipated part
of the Jazz for Justice event. Donations were numerous
and the quality of items was outstanding, thanks to
Cross of Life staff member Susie Hilgart  who solicited
and collected the treasures. Though Susie couldn’t be
present that evening, she called in to make sure that the
bidding was going well. Now that’s dedication!  Several
items drew some competitive but good natured bidding
wars- all to the benefit of LHRA.

Thanks to the following for their generous donations to
the silent auction: Lois R. Geiger Campagna, Mark &
Rhonda Nelson, Renee Lowerr of Renee Fine Jewelry,
David & Jensy Engle, Nicole Riederer, Margie
Heyworth, The Cross of Life Quilting Group, Sue
Davidson, John & Barbara Horner-Ibler, Kathy Conrad,
David Kapitan, Barb Trester, Barb Nuland, Mark & Tami
Miller, The Cross of Life Sew Comfy Group, Matt &
Ruby Soik, Larisa Johnson-Tong, Pauline Redmond,
Laura Weber and Marilyn Miller.

Guests take advantage of a lull in the bidding to place their bids
on silent auction items.

Rev. Harvard Stephens, of Carthage College,
Kenosha, WI, served as the Master of Cer-
emonies for the evening. He offered the
following as a reflection on the connections
between jazz and justice.

Duke Ellington once said that every person
prays in their own language, and there is no
language that God does not understand.  The
great composer and band leader Edward
Kennedy “Duke” Ellington understood that
perhaps the greatest mystery of jazz music is
its unmistakable spirituality.  This is music
that sings, moans, shouts, cries, whispers,
and utters prayers that sometimes make
words unnecessary.  This music inspired
singers to scat and horns to scream and bass
players to walk and drummers to sizzle.  This
music captures the vocabulary of the human
spirit and builds bridges across cultures with
remarkable ease.  It is no wonder that the jazz
of Cuba and South Africa and Japan and
Denmark and other nations continues to pay
homage to the source and soul of jazz, the
cultural arts of African Americans who ex-
pressed their desire for freedom through their
creativity improvisations.  At its core, jazz has
always been a cry for justice.

This music was born in the prayers of the
African people who were determined to honor
their own humanity and undermine the cruel
system of chattel slavery.  As the twentieth
century began, jazz music took root in the
creative genius of their emancipated children

and grandchildren.  Now as the
twenty-first century unfolds, this
music continues to inspire hope
among the people of the great city
of New Orleans, the traditional
birthplace of jazz, as it struggles to
rebuild in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Katrina.  Jazz still is a
musical genre that can express
the prayers of many souls.

As St. Paul once wrote, the Spirit
will always pray for us with sighs
too deep for words.  Perhaps as
we gather tonight, we will recog-
nize the Spirit at work, offering us
an opportunity to reflect on our

kinship with the people of New Orleans and all
people who suffer devastation of any kind.
This, too, is a kind of communion, as holy as
any experience of prayer and praise that
sincerely calls us to lift up our hearts, beyond
the shadows of despair and destruction and
into the presence of the God who hears all
prayer, no matter the language.  God under-
stands this music.  Let us therefore enjoy
tonight’s performances and celebrate this
wonderful gift of Jazz for Justice.

To all those who attended, we are grateful for your
support of this event. Once again this was truly  a
magical evening, one we look forward to every year.
Numerous others helped in a number of ways- our
apologies to those who helped with the event but are
not listed here.

One of the many highlights of the evening was a
presentation honoring several dedicated LHRA support-
ers and Jazz for Justice “regulars.” The honorees are just
a few of the numerous members we consider to be our
“go to” friends- those we can count on for prayers,
special help, LHRA history lessons, guidance or
support. These friends serve as our link to the past and
the inspiration for our future. It was appropriate, then,
that along with the recognition, they received the newly
released biography of Andrew Schulze, a founder of
LHRA.

Pictured below are the LHRA members who were
honored. Standing from left to right are: Jon and Lyn
Schoenfeld, Lucy Fischer, Joyce Ellwanger, Gerhard
Fischer, Joe Ellwanger, Marilyn Miller, LHRA Board
President Paul Johnson, and Rev. Harvard Stephens.

See page 5 for more information about the Andrew
Schulze biography, or visit www.lhra.org for more
information.

CA, Treasurer; John Dubord, Mequon, WI; Linda
Warren, Durham, NC. Board Secretary Kristina Diaz of
Chicago, IL, and Dr. Manfred Boos, of Oak Park, IL, were
unable to be present for the installation. With deep

saddness the LHRA Board of Directors accepted the
resignation of board member Pauline Redmond. Please
lift up in your prayers our dear friend Pauline, along with
her family, as she battles a serious illness. We also ask
that you keep in your prayers faithful LHRA member
and  former Board President Rev. James McDaniels, who
recently underwent surgery for esophageal cancer.

Marilyn Miller (far left) and Rev. Harvard Stephens (far R) are
joined by board members Madeline Turner, Dr. Larisa Johnson-
Tong, Paul Johnson, Linda Warren, and John Dubord.
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Any person who has lived for 85 years has a story to
tell.  The Reverend Karl Lutze, has been to the wall, and
has paid his dues in many of the walks, talks, and
wounds of these last two centuries.  Brother Karl, knows
something about the sudden storms, the hidden
ambushes, and the heightened anxieties of long waits.
His fourth book is a kind of continuing soliloquy related
to things that can clutter the mind, and more importantly,
grasps the sightings of where Jesus Christ is in the
absences and thrashings, like Wilma, which is hitting
even as these lines are being written.

Further, he does not leave the reader hungering for
certainty in an uncertain world, bearing strong testi-
mony of years pulling the plow in tough rows of being a
white minister in black congregations, teaching theology
in times of campus upheaval, and providing national
leadership in the thirstings and hungerings of exhausted
Lutheran Human relations pilgrims.  Called to the
challenge of helping the senior citizen of Lutheran Older
Adults, he assisted in combating the evil of passivity in
dying and aging.

You can read this book (…A Lot On My Mind, Lord) in a
sitting, or it can be savored  for a longer devotional
period…the point is to read this book!  Do a walk and
talk with Karl, and reflect on the recent tragedies of 9/11,
Iraq, the Asian Tsunami, Katrina, Rita…and even the
taunting of terrorism…or your own chaos.  Continue the
walk and the talk, and think of the terrible temptation to
despair with the possibility of a national terrorist attack,
or the threat of a flu, which could kill millions…and there
is more.

Accept Karl’s offer to talk, and with yourself, and
others, walk with Jesus, on this modern  Emmaus stroll;

for you can encounter hidden mines, like my son,
Commander Eric, who had to walk and ride and hide,
where “mortars and rockets fell with unpredictable
frequency, small arms crackled constantly, and suicide
bombers could instantly appear.”  I need to walk/talk
with Karl/Jesus on these Emmaus steps, and so do you,
for we have demons of threats, fears, and uncertainties
all around.

As you meander down the road, like I did, just a few
short weeks ago in Romania, you can encounter
desperate children (l6) living in two rooms and aban-
doned children in too many places. Karl, being the
faithful pastor that he is, will walk with you, and women,
who even in the terrible wounds of their gender, along
with children are caught up with the multi-billion dollar
prostitution slavery in the USA and Asia. Karl, deep
down, knows that healing and hope is the final story,
but this interim walk in the miasma of our earth pollution,
mire and muck, must be made.  Karl, will walk with you
with the lines of this unforgettable book.

Finally, our generation is no different than previous
generations, in that somehow we want to place God in
the Dock…and it began in Eden. My answer to thou-
sands of students was and still is: Repent!  One of the
thieves on that Golgotha Hill was similarly blinded, like
all of his cousins in history,  with his final blasphemy,
and spews out:  Why not pull yourself down and stop
all this craziness?  Karl, in his timely and timeless book,
will offer consolation to the suffering, seasoned,
struggling sojourner in all our desert days and wilder-
ness ways with the Light of Christ’s Cross, and our
Crossing,  irrespective of the darkness that may prevail.
Read the book.

The small volume can serve as an ideal  gift or conversa-
tional resource.  It may be ordered from Orchard House,
Box 469, Valparaiso, Ind. 46383
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A Book For Days of T rouble
 Dr. Albert E. Jabbs
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We Helped to Make A
Difference!

One of the most famous quotes from Margaret Mead is
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful and
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has.”

A small group of congregations/organizations “stood in
front of the big car companies” and yelled “STOP!” to
their blatant discrimination against African Americans
and Latino/Hispanic Americans over the last year and a
half.  These thoughtful and committed citizens included
staff of LHRA, the American Jewish Committee, Citizen
Action of Milwaukee, Cross Lutheran Church, the
Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA, Interfaith
Conference of Greater Milwaukee, and MICAH (Milwau-
kee Innercity Congregations Allied for Hope).

We first reported this abuse in 2004. Dr. Mark Cohen of
Vanderbilt University had examined records of thou-
sands of African American and Latino/Hispanic
American customers who purchased vehicles through
American Honda Finance from 1999-2003. He discovered
they were overcharged millions of dollars in comparison
to Whites who had similar credit histories.

A number of legal actions have been taken against these
car companies and won. We helped gather potential
plaintiffs so a group of citizens who have been harmed
in the greater Milwaukee community could file a class
action lawsuit against some of these companies. Their
five lawsuits were filed against the financing companies
of Ford, General Motors, Toyota, Honda and Nissan by
a local law firm pursuing this at the federal level. The
suits allege that the lenders allowed dealerships to
inflate interest rates without telling consumers.

Through our efforts, we found that the State of Wiscon-
sin had some of the weakest consumer protection laws
in the country relative to discrimination. We contacted
our Attorney General.  After a number of other legisla-
tors also called attention to this situation, some
progress has been made. We are happy to report
Wisconsin has closed a loophole in state law that
allowed lenders to charge higher interest rates based
solely on race. The state’s Department of Financial
Institutions (DFI) adopted a new rule that makes it illegal
for finance companies to charge higher rates based on
skin color or other customer characteristics. Originally,
the Wisconsin Consumer Act only prohibited discrimi-
nation based on gender or marital status. The new rule
includes no discrimination based on race, age, creed,
religion, color, disability, marital status, sex, national
origin, ancestry, sexual orientation, membership in the
military or receiving public assistance. According to
Paul Edige, an attorney with DFI, “Now we’ve got one
of the strongest anti-discrimination laws in the country.”
(The Capital Times - WEB Edition, December 2, 2005)
And that’s good news.

We encourage you to check your state laws to make
sure they protect the masses, and if not,  find “a small
group of thoughtful and committed citizens” to join you
and stand up for justice.

Kathryn M. Galchutt

The is the story of one Lutheran’s involvement with the
Civil Rights Movement.  Andrew Schulze was a white
pastor of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod who
spent his early ministry serving black mission churches
in Springfield, Illinois (1924–1928); St. Louis, Missouri
(1928–1947); and Chicago, Illinois (1947–1954). He was
an early proponent of integration during these years,
fighting continual battles to get black students admitted
to Lutheran schools. In the 1930s, he began to lobby to
end the mission status of black churches and black
schools, a goal which was finally realized in 1947. In
1941 he wrote a treatise on race relations in the church,
My Neighbor of Another Color. Schulze was behind the
development of the Lutheran Human Relations Associa-
tion of America (LHRAA), an organization officially
begun in 1953.

While the number of active LHRAA supporters only
numbered a few thousand of some 9 million Lutherans in
America, they were a particularly influential group in the
area of Lutheran race relations. From the 1950s to the
1970s, the Lutheran Human Relations Association of
America was based at Valparaiso University, in
Valparaiso, Indiana. Schulze ended his career at
Valparaiso University, serving as head of the LHRAA
and as part-time professor of theology. The history of
Andrew Schulze’s life is significant in itself, but it also
involves a number of areas that warrant further explora-
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The Career of Andrew Schulze, 1924–1968
Lutherans and Race in the Civil Rights Era

tion: the problem of racism in the church, the impact of
the Civil Rights Movement in the Midwest, and the
interaction between churches and the larger society.

Author Kathryn Galchutt teaches at Concordia
College, Bronxville, NY. LHRA is proud to serve as a
sponsoring organization for the publication of this
important work.

To order call toll free at 800-637-2378, ext. 2880 or 800-
342-0841, ext. 2880 (in GA)
or email  mupressorders@mercer.edu
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Sharing Their Gifts
We are grateful to the many members and friends who so
generously share their time and talents throughout the
year. Among the many, special thanks go to:
*  Paul Johnson for underwriting the costs for develop-
ment and maintenance of our website, www.lhra.org.
*  Kristina Diaz for her work in developing our yet to be
unveiled new logo design.
*  Joyce Ellwanger and Lucy Fischer for sorting through
old photos to help weave the story of LHRA.
*Our weekly office volunteers Cathy Startt and Esther
Rusch, and our “always available” volunteers Max
Bodenbach, Marie De Jesus, Helen Schultz and Arleen Ziemer.



Would YOU laugh at a racial joke?  Would you consider
that to be a violent act?  Have you ever made a comment
about those “rich kids” or “white trash” or how those
teenagers from Mexico “all” behave?  Exploring these
and other questions in a Christian church setting, nearly
100 young people from the Lake Country area of
southeast Wisconsin, along with guests  from Milwau-
kee churches, enjoyed lively mixers (featuring rolls of
toilet paper), an edgy drama (ending with kids who use
stereotypes putting themselves in a box), and a thought-
provoking  Bible study & workshop entitled “Crossing
Racial Barriers”.  Sponsor of the workshop was the
Arrowhead Ministerium, whose planning members
include pastors & leaders from: First Congregational
Church,  Kettle Moraine Presbyterian, Lutheran Church
of the Resurrection,  ,  ,  ,  ,  Our Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran
,St. Peter’s Episcopalian, St. Anskar’s Episcopalian, and
Young Life.
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Crossing Racial Barriers W orkshop

Big service came in a small package the last week of this
year in Milwaukee.  A group of students calling them-
selves the Fox Point College Student Service Project
came home for Christmas to do more than get together
with all their friends, catch a few extra hours of sleep and
eat some good home cooking.

Ryan Pederson (Northwestern University) of Fox Point
Lutheran Church pulled together a small but industrious
group who spent time in a service/learning adventure for
a few days.  I was privileged to share information about
LHRA and examples of some of the concepts they need
to understand on their journey towards becoming anti-
racist/anti-oppressive people.  Other members of the
group included:  Mike Breidenbach (Northwestern
University), Katie Handler (St. Olaf College), Matt
Kammerait (University of Wisconsin - Madison),
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“Well Done Good and Faithful Servant s”
Matthew 25:21

Marilyn Miller

WAYS TO GIVE

LHRA depends on the gifts of generous individu-
als, congregations and other organizations to
sustain its work. As competition for financial
support continues to grow among non-profits, we
look for new ways to support the mission of our
organization. Please consider some “outside the
box” thinking to help grow LHRA.

INTRODUCE someone new to LHRA with a gift
membership. A great way to pass on the legacy to
younger people.

APPLY for matching funds through your em-
ployer, or a fraternal organization such as Thrivent
(www. thrivent.org).

HOLD a fundraising event. We can help with
ideas, contacts, publicity. An ideal way to connect
with other justice-minded individuals in your area.

GIVE a gift to LHRA in memory of, or in honor of a
friend or loved one.

CONSIDER including LHRA in your planned
giving. We can provide you with helpful informa-
tion- contact us at 414-536-0585. We would be
pleased to have a conversation with you, and if
possible, meet with you.

RENEW YOUR LHRA MEMBERSHIP ONLINE.
Visit www.lhra.org and click on the JOIN  button.
You will need a Pay-Pal account- follow the
instructions to set up an account right on our
website if you’re not already a Pay Pal user. It’s
FAST, it’s EASY and it’s SAFE.

*    *    *    *    *    *    *
LHRA’s Wish List

Our current budget situation has put some needed
items on hold. Can you help us with some of the
needs on our wish list? Consider holding a fund
raiser or teaming up with some friends to help:
NETWORK COLOR COPIER- $8000 +
LAPTOP COMPUTER- new or used for
basic word processing & email- $700
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS for our resource
library- Christian Century, Southern Poverty Law
Center materials.
BOOKS- We have many books on our wish list.
Contact us and we’ll email you a list.

Participants in the “Crossing Racial
Barriers” workshop sponsored by
the Arrowhead Ministerium Sep-

tember 25th in Hartland, WI.

Rev. Christ a von Zychlin

Young life leader Steve Willicombe asks a question
of young people from Milwaukee, as Pastor Christa
von Zychlin, from Our Savior’s Hartland and work-

shop leader Marilyn Miller look on.

Local church  drama troupe find themselves in a
cage at the end of a drama performed at the Arrow-
head Ministerium “Crossing Racial Barriers” event

held in Hartland, September 25th. 
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Laura Olson (University of Minnesota- Twin Cities),
Lindsay Peterson (St. Olaf College), Mark Sauer (Univer-
sity of Cincinnati), Daniel Suhr (Marquette University
Law School), and Mark Winston (University of Missouri
- Kansas City).

In addition to listening to presentations about the
various ministries, they cooked, cleaned, sorted,
packaged, packed and organized for Cross and Good
Shepherd Lutheran Churches, the Bread of Healing
Clinic (Cross), Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin
and Upper Michigan, Inc., the Kujichagulia Lutheran
Center, and Serenity Inns.

It was wonderful meeting them, and the parents of these
young adults and the colleges and universities they
attend can be very proud of these good and faithful
servant leaders of today and tomorrow.

1.  Robert Abbott
2.  Sarah Boone
3.  Linda Brown
4.  Guion Bluford, Jr.
5.  Shirley Chilsholm
6 . Ellen Craft
7 . George Grant
8.  Mae Jemison
9.  Nat Love
10. Dorie Miller

a. Famous for riding horseback and roping
b. First Black to run for President of the U.S.
c. First Black female to go into space
d. First Black hero of World War II
e. Founder of the Chicago Defender Newspaper
f. Invented and ironing board for fitted clothes
g. First Black to go into space
h. At 9, tried to enroll in an all White school
i. Invented a golf tee
j. Dressed up as a “repectable White gentleman”

to escape slavery.
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Black History Quiz
Match the African American with their contribution to American society

QUIZ ANSWERS:
1e,  2f,   3h,  4g,  5b,  6j,  7i,  8c,  9a,  10d


